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The case of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus

The Committee on Foreign and European Affars of the House of Representatives of the Republic of
Cyprusisresponsible for deding with european integration issues.

1. Information of the Eur opean integr ation committee.

How does your Committee get the necessary information? From the Government? From
the European Commission? From the European Parliament? From other sources? Does
your Committee consider the information in its possession sufficient?

The Government provides the Committee on Foreign and European Affairs with most of the necessary
information regarding european integration, and in particular the european course of Cyprus including
the accession negotiations between the European Union and Cyprus.

However, the Committee gets information from other sources like the information and documentation
sarvices offered usualy on the Internet by the ingtitutions of the European Union, as well as academic,
professond and other indtitutions. Some of them are:

The European Commission and its delegation in Cyprus.

The European Parliament.
The Europa database.
The CELEX database.
The information relays set up by the European Commission in the Member States, such as the
Information Centres on Europe, the Info-Points Europe (1PES).
The European Documentation Centres (EDCs) of Universties such as the European Univerdty
Indtitute in Florence, aswell asthe Depository Librariesin the mgor nationd libraries.
The Euro-Info Centres (EICs) for businesses and the European Consumer Information Centres.
The Officid Publications Office (EUR-OP) and the Statidicd Office of the European

Communities (Eurostat).
The Office of the Head of the Negotiating Delegation for the accession of Cyprus to the
European Union.

The Press and Information Office of the Republic (PIO).
The European Ingtitute of Cyprus (EIC).
The Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry.




The information available from the sources listed above proved to be satisfactory in terms of both
volume and qudlity. But the pace of palitica, socid and economic developments in the European Union
suggest that it needs to be constantly updated.

2. Integration of European legidation.

Do the standard legidative proceedings apply to the integration of European legidation
into national law or do you apply special proceedings? Doesyour Committee play a specific
rolein thelegidative integration process?

In the context of trangposing European legidation into the nationd law, the House of Representatives
has adopted a fast-track procedure.

All bills of law submitted by the Government to the House of Representatives, which am at harmonizing
the nationd legidation with the acquis, are forwarded to the Parliamentary Committee on Foreign and
European Affairs, rather than to the respective Parliamentary Committees. The Committee on Foreign
and European Affairs examines and gpproves or amends the bill in question, which is then forwarded
aong with areport to the Plenary for discussion. The Plenary is entitled to approve, reject or amend the

proposed hill.

However, notwithstanding the fast-track procedure, it may Hill be the case that, due to the sgnificance
of the subgtance of a hill of law, the Parliamentary Committee on Foreign and European Affairs
condgders it expedient that the bill of lav be examined by the respective Parliamentary Committee,
which would normaly examine bills of law of Smilar substance. In this case, the examination and fina
adoption of the bill follows the normd parliamentary practice.

3. Accession negotiations.

How does your European integration committee follow the accession negotiations? Does the
Committee give its opinion?

The Head of the Negotiating Delegation for the accesson of Cyprus to the European Union (Chief
Negotiator) is regularly invited to attend mesetings of the Committee on Foreign and European Affairs.
The Chief Negatiator informs the Committee of al developments relating to the accesson negotiations.
The Committee has a say in the accesson negotiations in the sense that it is informed by the Chief
Negotiator and expresses its opinion on the position papers before those are submitted to the European
Commission. Moreover, the Committee expresses its position to the Chief Negotiator on many aspects
of the negotiations before these take place. The postion of the Committee has been aways taken
serioudy into condderation both in the formulation of the position papers, as wdl as in the accession
negotiations.

4. Conformity of national law to Eur opean legidation.

Isthere a procedure aiming at scrutinising the compliance of bills submitted to Parliament to
European legidation? Does your Parliament play arolein this procedure? Isyour committee
associated to this procedure?



Last year, a new parliamentary department was set up, of officers quaified in European law. This
department is responsble to asss the Committee on Foreign and European Affairs in carrying out its
harmonization related tasks. The tasks assgned to this specidized service include, among others, the
examination of conformity with the acquis communautaire of the bills of law, which are submitted to the
Parliament.

5. Other committeesfor European legidation.

Did you take your inspiration from the experience of other applicant states when your
Committee was created? Are you in touch with European integration committees from other
applicant states?

The House of Representatives has looked into the experience of the Parliaments of other gpplicant
gates (who had established such Committees by that time), as well as member states before setting up
its own Committee on European Affairs.

The Committee on Foreign and European Affairs of the House of Representatives is closdy co-
operating with the respective committees of the Parliaments of many applicant states, mainly those of the
"Luxembourg Group". It should be noted that the Chairmen of the Committees on European Affairs of
the Parliaments of the applicant states of the above mentioned Group meet regularly twice a year and
exchange ideas on European issues and the European course of their respective countries.

6. Community aid.

As part of the accession process, had your Parliament received any technical assistance from
the Community or from some member states? What kind of assistance? Was this assistance
sufficient?

As part of the accession process, the House of Representatives has received some technica assstance
from the TAIEX Office of the European Commission. This assstance took the form of seminars or
workshops organized by the TAIEX Office, ether on its own or in co-operation with Parliaments of
member states. Moreover, the TAIEX Office has organized a one-week workshop in Cyprus in co-
operaion with the Planning Bureau of the Republic and the House of Representatives. This workshop
focused on the accession process and the role of nationa Parliaments in this process.

The technica assstance received by the House of Representatives is not consdered sufficient. Cyprus
should definitely be dlowed to participate in some specific Community programmes, whaose objective is
to assis the gpplicant Sates in adapting and strengthening the public adminigtration and organisations
respongble in implementing and enforcing Community legidation.



