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'Dee:r. Mr Vitsut,

'_On behalf of the Swrss detegatlon for relatrons W|th European mstltutions end their member,
states, | would like to congratutate you on Estonia’s imminent preeadency of the Councﬂ of the
European Union. Eindeavounng to contribute to strengtnenlng dralogue and inter-parliamentary
cooperatlon the Swrss delega’r:on for relatrons with the European Parliament and :te member
_statee oontrnualty etr:ves to foster actlve lasting and recurnng exchanges

Since the ltalian preeldency in 2014 a delegatron from the Swiss Federal Assembly has been
invited to attend events relatrng to the pertaamentary dimension of the EU Council presrdency
Swrtzertand’s part;c;patlon in these meetings, in particular the Conference of Parllamentery
Commttteee for Union Affalrs of Partlaments of the European Union (COSAC), has contr;buted
greatly o strengthenmg dzalogue and mter-partramentary cooperat;on Wi’th ;ts most zmportant
'partners the members of the EU - : : '

In that context [ woutd be honoured to be able to represent a Swnss delegatlon at tne inter-

. parhamentary meetmgs announced in Malta at the beginning of thrs week to be chaired by the

Estonian Councrt premdency in Ta!lrnn first and foremost the next meetlng of the charrpersons
of COSAC on 9 and 10 July, and the COSAC plenary meetlng on 26-28 November { am cer-

~tain that partlclpatron at future 1nter~parlramentary meetings during the Estoman preerdency of
~the Gouncil of the EU would provede a valuable opportunity to strengthen bilateral relations

between the EU and Sw:tzeriand - as smportant polltlcal and economtc partnere
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In my capacity as president of the delegation for relations with the European Parliament and
its member states, | would be very grateful if you would consider Switzerland’s request to at-
tend the forthcoming inter-parliamentary meetings as a special guest, partlcufarly the meetlngs
of COSAG, planned during Estoma 5 presadency

itisa partlcular concern of mine that we pursue our dialogue on European policy in a spirit of
mutual understanding and respect, so that we can continue to work successfully on finding
common solutions. With this in mind, | would like to wish you a successful and enriching EU
Council Presidency in the second half of 2017.

Yours sincerely,

=

Thomas Aeschi
Member of the National Council
President of the EFTA/EU Delegation





